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Parkland’s Solar
Future
What Parkland is doing to
Curb Climate Change
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Studying Around the World
savannahWEISHAAR | Reporter
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Parkland College offers a wide
variety of study abroad programs for
its students.
Parkland offers study abroad
Parkland |
programs
in nine different countries
Winds, Strings,
including
Austria, Costa Rica,
Percussion
Spain, Ireland, France, India, Japan,
England, and China. There are Fall,
What Happens When
Spring, and Summer programs
They Come Together?
available to students interested.
page4
While the deadline for Spring
applications has passed, Summer
applications are not due until midFebruary. This gives students plenty
of time to choose a destination, fill
out the paperwork, and turn it in to
study abroad in the Summer of 2019.
England, China, and Japan are
the only three countries that do not
offer a summer program. However, The Great Wall, China
Photo source: parkland.edu
students could travel to England in
the Fall of 2019, China in the Spring the summer is India. Study abroad an hour from Ireland’s capital Dublin.
1. You will have FUN!
of 2020, or Japan in May 2020.
participants will live in Hyderabad, Several excursions to famous
2. Earn college credit while
According to the Parkland India. According to Parkland’s landmarks are included in the cost 		 studying abroad.
website, in Austria, students will website, Hyderabad is a “city of of the program.
3. Cultivate a world view—
study at Salzburg College which is a around 7 million people, this “city
According to the Parkland website,
essential in today’s society.
“private college for English-speaking of pearls”... is a vibrant, modern, in Spain, students will study Spanish
4. Be more than a tourist
students located in the heart of the economic and technological hub in and Humanities at the International 		abroad.
city.” Students can earn up to seven India”. Students will take multiple College of Seville whose “aim is to
5. Have a life-changing 		
credits by taking German Language courses in Indian life, culture, and serve as a center for the promotion of 		experience.
and/or other courses. Students will history.
international education.” Participants
6. Gain independence and
also participate in at least a four day
Students studying abroad in will live with Sevillian families
self-confidence.
Dijon, France will have a chance to for complete immersion into the
7. Take advantage of 		
ashleyHOUSE Reporter trip to Vienna, the capital of Austria.
The study abroad program in learn the beautiful French language. Spanish culture. Trips to Cordoba
Parkland’s lower cost for
Every year, the Lincoln Costa Rica is offered only in the According to the Parkland Study and Morocco are included in the 		 study abroad.
8. Meet new people and 		
Academy of Illinois aims summer. Students will earn seven Abroad page, Dijon is “exceptionally program.
To be eligible for one of these 		 make lifelong friends.
to honor outstanding credits in Spanish and Humanities. rich in history and art.” Students will
9. Learn a language faster.
seniors from every college Parkland’s website states that “this also be provided with a three day opportunities the student must
10. Impress future employers
and university in the state, four-week program provides a total trip to Paris as well as a three day be at least 18 years old, have
as well as one overall immersion experience through tour of the Roman Provence and the completed a minimum of 12 credit 		 - study abroad looks great
hours, completed ENG 101 with 		 on your résumé.
outstanding student from intensive language classes, family Mediterranean Sea.
The study abroad program a B or higher, and have at least a
If students are interested and
a community college in homestays, and excursions to exotic
the state with the Lincoln and fascinating places.” Some of for Ireland is hosted in Carlow or 2.75 gpa. If eligible, students should would like more information, they
Laureate Award. Each the ‘exotic and fascinating places’ “Carlowtown.” Participants will earn seriously consider one of Parkland’s can visit the Study Abroad section
winner of this award will include Manuel Antonio National 6 credits in the courses of their Study Abroad Programs. Parkland’s on www.parkland.edu or contact
be decorated with the Park, Arenal Volcano, and La Paz choosing. Options include a variety website lists just a few of the benefits Jody Littleton in her office at C126,
of courses in Irish culture as well as of study abroad in their list of “Top Ten phone at 217-351-2532, or email
Order of Lincoln, our Waterfall Gardens.
Another program solely offered in other areas of study. Carlow is only Reasons You should Study Abroad”
at jlittleton@parkland.edu.
state’s highest honor. This
year, Parkland College
had a fantastic group of 6
shining students to choose
from to represent the
school. These students
have shown outstanding
commitment
to
their
paulBENSON | Reporter
it can be a lot to process. you need in a very easy to
school studies and their
The first step is to register. understand format.
community, and represent
This upcoming U.S.
The deadline to register to
Votechampaign.org
what it means to be an midterm election is one
vote online in the upcoming is also an easy to use
Illinoisan.
of the most important
election is October 21st website that gives you all
elections in U.S. history.
and you need an Illinois the information you need
It is no surprise that the
ID. Registering is pretty to know about voting
idea of voting can be
easy so long as you know in Champaign county.
very daunting for a good
standard information such The information is more
majority of people. Many
as your address and SSN. specific to Champaign
people are uncomfortable
Once you’ve registered voters and will give you
with conflict in general. For
to vote, you should stay specific information about
people with social anxiety
informed on who and what what’s on the ballot in
the entire political process
you are voting for.
the local elections. A little
can be too much to handle,
An
informed
voter bit of research on each
though a large amount of
should understand what candidate can make a huge
people don’t vote for other
their candidates stand for. difference in understanding
reasons. Many don’t know
There are plenty of voters who represents your core
when or where to vote,
who don’t figure this crucial beliefs and values the best.
they find registering to be
information out and instead
In the U.S. we have the
Emily Grumish
too difficult, they don’t have
vote for either team blue or right to vote in a democracy,
Photo by: Emily Grumish time, they’re cynical of the
red. Problem is, policies which is more than some
process, they hate the
are not simple enough to countries have to offer.
Parkland
College’s candidates, or they don’t
fit inside of a dichotomy Government policies today
official nominee for the feel informed enough to Opinions on a Board
Photo source: Paul Benson - like the party system. will make a difference in
award, Emily Grumish, is make an educated vote. All
Luckily there are plenty of fifty years, and if you can’t
the Central District Vice of these factors can make students and staff should page, you can find links for resources for voters to stay or don’t end up voting on
President of the Illinois the voting process difficult know about that can registering to vote, seeing informed on the important or before November 6,
Region of Phi Theta Kappa for both new and returning definitely help with the what’s on the ballot, finding issues.
The
website this year, there are future
Honor Society, as well as voters. Luckily there are voting process. You can candidate information, and ballotready.org, helps you elections and primaries
the chapter president of resources available to Google search “registering fact checker sites. This find more information out that you can participate in.
Parkland College Alpha help anxious voters stay to vote” and candidate is a really great page of about your local, state, and Voting is part of a healthy
Psi Eta. She is studying informed and confident information on your own, resources for voters to stay national elections. This democracy, and regardless
psychology with hopes to this election cycle.
or you could visit library. informed.
website is almost like a of how you cast a ballot on
There are a few parkland.edu/elections.
While there are many cheat sheet for elections. It election day, every vote
SEE LINCOLN PAGE 2 resources
Parkland On this Parkland Library great resources out there, provides all the information matters.

Parkland
College
Outstanding
Students
Nominated
for Illinois’
Highest
Honor

How to stay Informed on Voting
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Parkland to go Solar with Renewable Energy
aylaMCDONALD | Reporter
Parkland Community College plans to
install a Solar Farm on its northwestern
campus by Spring 2019.
Partnering with SolSystems, Inc., a
growing solar finance and developing firm,
Parkland College entered into a Purchase
Power Agreement (PPA) earlier this year
for the installation of a 2 mega-watt solar
energy field that will cover 18 acres of the
campus grounds.
“The idea of a large solar array on the
College campus came about after a great
deal of investigation and research by the
Parkland Sustainability Committee,” Says
Jim Bustard, Physical Plant Director at
Parkland College.
Bustard believes that going solar will be
beneficial to Parkland College for a couple
of reasons.
“First it reduces the College’s carbon
footprint by creating and using solar
generated electricity instead of electricity
generated using fossil fuels” Bustard says.
“Secondly it reduces the College’s
expense for electricity as the cost is less
for the solar generated electricity than
what the College pays for its contract
electricity through the utility company.”
According to SolSystem’s definition
of a Purchase Power Agreement (PPA),
found one their website, the installation
and operation of the Solar Farm will
cost Parkland College very little. “A PPA
is an agreement where the customer
agrees to buy the electricity from a solar

Teresa Dunn’s Trippy Window

energy system that Sol Systems finances,
constructs and owns.”
“Sol Systems installs, owns, and
operates the system, requiring no capital
outlay from the customer, and then
sells the electricity it produces to the
customer at a fixed rate ($/kWh) over a
set period of time, assuring the customer a
guaranteed price for their energy over the
contract’s life; no surprises,” according to
solsystems.org.
Upon installment, the Purchase
Power Agreement (PPA) will be in effect
for the next 25 years at little to no cost
to Parkland College and is estimated to
save the College up to $30,000 in annual
energy fees.
“The College is saving energy dollars
by purchasing solar power for less than
they can purchase fossil fuel power, and
the cost will not go up during the 25 [year]
period,” Bustard says. “The cost of fossil
fuel generated electricity will also most
certainly continue to rise over that same
25-year period, meaning the cost savings
will certainly increase over the years.”
Parkland College is actively interested
in reducing the carbon footprint that it
makes, taking many campus-wide steps
towards environmental sustainability.
Bustard believes that, though it is not
the only move towards sustainability to
be made by the College, going solar is a
significant step.
“Parkland College is committed to
reducing the amount of fossil fuels it uses
and thereby reducing the carbon footprint

Photo source: Morgan Parrish

Image of Rockford Solar Farm at Rockford Airport

Photo source: energyseeds.org

of the college,” Bustard says. “Since utility to the savings at the College,” Bustard said.
usage is a very large contributor to the “Not only will students be able to see how
College’s carbon footprint, using solar electricity is generated and transferred into
energy takes the campus in a great step the College’s power grid, they will also be
towards the goal of being carbon neutral. able to see how this technology integrates
The College is also working on other ways into the overall power systems that serve
to reduce energy usage on campus, which the central Illinois power grid and what the
also contributes to reducing the footprint.”
future of energy systems will likely be.”
In addition to being a good move for
Although
the
Purchase
Power
Parkland’s wallet and for the environment, Agreement between Parkland College
the decision to go solar will also benefit and SolSystems was entered into several
Parkland student by providing new, months ago, construction of the Solar
interactive learning opportunities.
Farm has been postponed due to State“Having a working, large scale solar level political constraints. Construction
array will give the College the opportunity of the farm is now anticipated to begin in
to demonstrate first hand to students how Spring of 2019.
this technology operates and contributes
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You are not alone.
We hear your requests for help
and we do care.
Free and confidential help is available in:

Counseling Services

Unbox Your
Potential

After 5:00 pm and weekends please call the Crisis Line 217-359-4141

Interested in a fast-paced job with career
advancement opportunities? Join the
FedEx Ground team as a package handler.

Upcoming events:

Package Handlers

Walk-in (U 267) or call 217.351.2219

Depression Screening Day
October 17 in U 140 from 12 to 1 pm
th

International Survivors of Suicide Loss Day
November 17th in U 140
RIO Series: Recognition. Insight. Openness.
(manage stress, anxiety, and other emotions productively)

Up to $14.60 to start

Compensation
• Multiple pay increases within the first six months of
employment
• Tuition reimbursement program
• Career advancement opportunities
• Weekly paycheck/direct deposit

Nov. 12th & 20th in U 268 from 10–11 am

Qualifications
• Must be at least 18 years of age
• Must be able to load, unload and sort packages,
as well as perform other related duties

For more info about these and other events hosted by

Full-time and flexible schedules available in some
locations.

Counseling Services, please contact us at:

For more information, please visit

Oct. 24 & 31 in U 268 from 1–2 pm
th

st

217-351-2219 or stop by our office in U 267.

GroundWarehouseJobs.fedex.com
FedEx Ground is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer (Minorities/
Females/Disability/Veterans) committed to a diverse workforce.
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My favorite part was afterwards when
students came up to me asking for advice
or relating to the topic. It made me feel
good that I was making a difference to the
youth as well as being a trusted person
they could talk to.”
Israel Gomez has shown outstanding
commitment to his studies and to Club

Israel Gomez

Cartoon source: Emma Fleming

Sleepy Oh. no!
FROM PAGE 1

LINCOLN

transfer to UIUC to earn her bachelor’s, and
eventually a doctorate in interdisciplinary
psychology. Emily has dedicated herself
being of service to her community while
bettering herself. “Service to me is an
opportunity to give back and make a
positive impact in the community,” she
said. “You don’t need years of education or
expert skills to serve the community. You
just need the willpower to step up and lend
a hand to others who need it.” Through her
commitment to Parkland’s honor societies,
Emily has learned valuable leadership
and team building skills as well as the
importance of accountability, service,
and dedication. She has been involved
in many service projects, including a trip
to Flint, Michigan last spring to work with
other Parkland students and faculty. “The
amazing individuals I was surrounded by
on this trip inspired me to become more
of a servant leader within my community.”
Emily has certainly earned her spot as a
Lincoln Laureate Award nominee, and is
proud to represent Parkland College.
Savannah Burkhalter is also a Vice
President for Phi Theta Kappa and is
currently working towards becoming a
radiology technician while she earns a
medical degree and a PhD in nutrition
from UIUC. Savannah is passionate about
leadership and service, and has learned
incredible time management skills that
allow her to be a full time student, work
part time, and take on a leadership role
in Phi Theta Kappa, and she believes
that everyone should make time to be of
service to the community or to take part
in extracurriculars. Savannah spent all
of last summer volunteering at a local
assisted living home giving ice cream to
the residents, and regularly spends time
educating high schoolers on her choice
in major. “Helping others is extremely

Gourds, the Unofficial Mascot of Fall

rewarding because not only do you feel
accomplished, you’ve helped out another
person who needed it,” she said.

for pre-med, and would like to research and
prevent infectious diseases. During her
time at Parkland, Jadin has also become a
member of the Parkland Science Club and
Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity and is
a volunteer with Mahomet Area Youth Club.
Through the club, Jadin has taken part in
her favorite service project, “Cans for Kids,”
in which residents of Mahomet donate their
aluminum cans to be recycled, the profits
of which keep the center running.
Diane Barrios-Smith is part of the
Parkland Pathway program and will be
fully transferring to UIUC next year to

Photo source: Israel Gomez

Latino at Parkland. He is majoring in Latin
studies and would like to dedicate himself
to student services after he graduates. “I
want to mainly focus minorities and
first-time college students by offering
them comprehensive academic support,
mentoring and retention services,” Israel
said. Israel has a passion for Club Latino
because of the services it can provide to
local students. Mostly, he just wants to
help as many people as he can, with or
without recognition.
Edwin Rodriguez is a computer science
major at Parkland College, a member of

Savannah Burkhalter
Photo source: Ashley House
Also a member of Phi Theta Kappa,
Jadin Elliot was on the short list for
Edwin Rodriguez
Photo source: Edwin Rodriguez
Diane Barrios-Smith
Photo source: Student Life
earn her degree in sociology. Diane is the
president of Club Latino, and values the
leadership qualities she possesses that
allow her to take charge in any situation
and to be someone people can count on.
She recently gave a race talk at Urbana
High School, and said it was her favorite
way to be of service to her community. “It
was super exciting to have such a diverse
group of students have such differing
Jadin Elliot
Photo source: Student Life opinions during the discussion,” she said.
“I enjoyed educating them in ways that
Parkland’s official nomination. Jadin they hadn’t thought of before with trying
is studying chemical and biomolecular to teach them to be more empathetic
engineering with hopes to transfer to UIUC and see things from other perspectives.

Club Latino, and former treasurer of the
English Conversation Club. He has a
passion for his church youth group, with
which he regularly helps out. Edwin aims
to be a bright spot in anyone’s cloudy day,
only hoping that someone’s interaction
with him can boost their mood or that he
may have the opportunity to lend a helping
hand to someone in need.
Congratulations to all 6 students
recognized for their achievements at
Parkland College, and to Emily Grumish
for representing our community as a
Lincoln Laureate Award Nominee. Our
community is very lucky to have all 6 of
these students, as well as many others
who give back and make the world a better
place each and everyday.

Photo source: Morgan Parrish
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Wind Ensemble & Orchestra Hold Fall Concert
emmaFLEMING | Reporter
The Fall season is here and that
means time for Fall concerts! Parkland’s
Orchestra and Wind Ensemble held a
joint concert this past Sunday. The
one hour and fifteen-minute music
extravaganza began at 3 p.m. with the
Orchestra, followed by the Wind Ensemble.
The theme for this concert was “Autumn
Americana,” meaning that all the music
selections involved American themes
and were created by American composers.
Due to renovations the concert was
held in Parkland’s Student Union Dining
area instead of the traditional location,
Miner Theater.
Dr. Rodney Mueller conducted the
Orchestra and led songs such as Samuel
Ward’s “America the Beautiful,” “Blue
Tango” by Leroy Anderson and “Casey
at the Bat” by Bill Holcombe. Dr. Jonathon
Beckett led the Parkland Wind Ensemble
in pieces composed by Aaron Copland,
Leroy Anderson, Victor Herbert, Mark
Camphouse and Sammy Nestico.
The Wind Ensemble also performed
a variety of big band songs that were
popular during the Swing Era from the
1920s through 1950s.
The primary focus of this concert was
“Autumn Americana,” and the Orchestra
and Wind Ensemble did not stray from
that theme. Beckett, a part-time faculty
member in the Music Department and
Parkland Wind Ensemble Director,
mentioned that the focal point of the Wind
Ensemble was a piece entitled “Yosemite
Autumn” by Mark Camphouse. According
to Windliterature.org, “Yosemite Autumn”
was inspired by the captivating beauty
of a Yosemite National Park trip taken by
Camphouse. This autumn themed song fit
nicely with the concert theme and was an
uplifting and inspirational song.
Not only did the Wind Ensemble have
a focal point, but also the Orchestra.
Beckett explained that the Orchestra

Photo source: Emma Fleming

Wind Ensemble and Orchestra in the U-Wing
presented the famous poem “Casey at
Bat,” written by Ernest L. Thayer. This
presentation featured Parkland faculty
member Vincent Trauth as narrator of the
poem who was also accompanied by the
Orchestra. Thayer’s’ poem reminisced
on the sport of baseball as the traditional
American pastime. This piece incorporated
the “Autumn Americana” theme in an
interesting and creative way.
The Orchestra and Wind Ensemble
had been preparing for this event for quite
some time. Beckett stated that “The Wind
Ensemble began rehearsing selections
for this performance in late August,
when classes began.” The Orchestra
and Wind Ensemble members practiced
and rehearsed the “Autumn Americana”

selections for months in order to perform
a satisfactory fall concert. The dedication
and hard work of The Wind Ensemble and
Orchestra did not go unnoted. The concert
drew a large crowd of students, faculty
and community members who all seemed
to enjoy the musical performance.
Beckett also discussed his hopes and
goals for the concert. “Naturally I wanted
an excellent performance for The Wind
Ensemble,” Beckett stated. “But more
importantly I hope that we presented
a program that inspires good will and
positive emotions for our audience.”
And the performance appeared to do
just that. Both the Orchestra and Wind
Ensemble alike presented crowd moving
performances that inspired an autumn feel.
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Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate
information. Please let us know if you believe a correction to
published content is in order.
Grammar Suggestions: If you find incorrect or otherwise
unclear grammar or wording in any articles, please do not
hesitate to let us know.
Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original work
by the contributor, typed, include the contributor’s name,
and sent to prospectus@parkland.edu. Please include
the words “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your
email. The Prospectus reserves the right to edit or deny any
contributions.
Employment: If you are interested in working with the
Prospectus, go to prospectusnews.com, click on the “Work
with us!” tab, review our employment requirements, and
submit the completed application form. Alternatively, you
can stop by Student Life to pick up a paper application.
Advertising: Interested in advertising with us? Go to
prospectusnews.com/advertising for information on our
advertising policies and to view our 2018–2019 Media Kit
and Rate Card.

The performing ensembles present two
concerts per semester every year. These
thought-provoking performances are
nothing new to the Orchestra and Wind
Ensemble. The Wind Ensemble performs
both on campus and off campus. “We
played for ‘Market-at-the-Square’at Lincoln
Square Mall in Urbana on Oct. 6,” Beckett
said. “We have upcoming performances
at Carriage Crossing Senior Living, and
we will provide pre-parade music for the
Parade of Lights Celebration in downtown
Champaign over Thanksgiving weekend.”
The next performance by the Orchestra
will be Sunday, March 10 from 3 to 5 p.m.
The Orchestra’s concert will be held in the
Miner Theater.
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Parkland’s campus-wide student newspaper
since 1968
Room U111
2400 W. Bradley Ave.
Champaign, IL 61821
prospectus@parkland.edu
217/351-2492
The Prospectus works to proliferate information
relevant to Parkland-goers and provide its
student workers with a space conducive to the
learning environment.
The Prospectus is Parkland College’s campus-wide student
newspaper, and has been in constant production since late
1968. Our reporters and editors are exclusively students
of Parkland College with a variety of majors and career
interests, not just communications and journalism. We set
out to provide an outlet for students to further develop their
writing, photography, communication, time management,
and critical thinking skills while producing a quality, trusted
source of news for Parkland-goers. The Prospectus
publishes weekly during Parkland’s spring and fall semesters
and three times during the summer semester.
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emmaFleming - Reporter
savannahWeishaar - Reporter
ashleyHouse - Reporter
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Did you know?
All unused issues of the Prospectus are
recycled or donated to the Parkland College
Veterinary Technology program.

